This month I want to focus on the activities, events, and programs—many of which are new—that are happening here at church. We have an abundance of things going on and I am really excited about the work that we are doing together!
CONFIRMATION

We are running the Confirmation program again this year. Over 7 high schoolers have registered for it and will be meeting most Wednesdays from now through April from 7-8PM in the church parlor. 

I have designed the program to be intensive; it is a real commitment the youth have to make to learn about their faith fully, to have significant time for reflection, to engage in service, all so that they may decide for themselves with deeper integrity whether or not to affirm their baptism and join the church. 

Confirmands are required to engage in a service project, to go on a weekend retreat, to attend Ash Wednesday and Maundy Thursday services, to meet monthly with adult mentors, and to both design and preach in their Confirmation service in May. Confirmation Sunday will be May 21, 2006. Please hold these young people in your prayers as they look into their faith, their community, and their world and discern where God is leading each of them.

EMERGING WORSHIP

The first Saturday evening ‘creative/emerging/additional/alternative/family-friendly’ (whatever you want to call it) worship was a HUGE success! Over 30 people attended on October 15th at 5:00 PM for this great experiment. The sanctuary was entirely transformed thanks to the Chamberlain family (and their outstanding ability to balance precariously on ladders) and to Nikki Kirsch for her well thought-out and well-presented prayer stations.

We will have this service again on November 12th at 5:00 PM.  CHILDCARE WILL BE PROVIDED—though you may find that some younger and many older kids will enjoy attending this form of worship (prayer stations include art & drawing stations). The service includes upbeat, contemporary praise music, meditative Psalm reading, mission updates, scripture reading in a more dramatic style, and an extended period of visiting a variety of prayer stations with different activities, different questions to contemplate. Please join us for this new and still ‘emerging’ offering at OCC!!!
NEXT COFFEEHOUSE

Our next Original Concert & Coffeehouse (OCC – get it!!)  will be after Emerging Worship on November 12th, beginning at 6:30 PM. We are hosting the Chattertocks from Brown University, Brown’s women’s acapella group. Tickets will be $7/adults and $4/seniors and kids.  Food will be available to purchase; childcare will be available and free of charge (no ticket charge if children are being babysat). Come join us for a fantastic concert!

ADULT BIBLE STUDY

Pastor Jennifer is offering a regular Bible study on Tuesday evenings from 7:30-8:45 in Fellowship Hall—every Tuesday of the month except the first. This Bible study will go in a new direction: it will be more academic in focus, delving into critical methods of Biblical study. We will explore the various sources who contributed to the writing and editing of the Bible. We will look at the Synoptic Gospels: Matthew, Mark, and Luke – the information they share, and how they differ. We will look at John and the different track he takes for the story he has to tell. We will learn how to put pressure on the text (one of my professor’s favorite phrases) AND YET all of this will be done from the standpoint of faith development. Our academic study will not stand alone; we will put it in conversation with the idea of faith, growing in faith and in reason, and how to be a faithful Christian because of all the information that is out there, not in spite of it (Madeleine L’Engle will be an excellent guide for us on this journey).
Expect a program that will at times completely surprise, perhaps unsettle you, that will stretch your thinking and deepen your faith. Come with an open mind and get ready for an amazing year of study and prayer. 

Our first meeting was Tuesday, October 25th. Our next meeting will be Tuesday November 8 at 7:30. Don’t be intimidated by the language I have used. You do not need to have studied religion, or have gone to college, to take this class. The information will be presented casually, accessibly, and conversationally. If you want to attend, but need childcare to do so, talk to Pastor Jennifer so that she can help arrange it.
NEW WEBSITE

We are unveiling this month a face-lift on our OCC website! Go online and take a look. Your feedback is always appreciated. We hope the information you would expect from a church is present there and that this will help you stay in good contact with the events and programs of this community of faith.   www.occhurch.net
GENX  YOUTH GROUP (contributed by Nick Fey):
Youth group was never like this...

Starting November 2005 - Youth Group for people that should know better.

Do you remember how much fun youth group was? Now imagine all the fun of youth group without the teenage angst, without people telling you how to behave—and with cocktails (or your favorite tasty beverage). Sound fun?

Open to the young at heart in the 25ish to 35ish range. Be prepared for fun games at the church (no cocktails, Church Council, we promise!), movie nights at home, theme park, dance club, pub, and weekend retreats. Drinking Church Ladies Group: eat your heart out! Child care will be provided to enable you to let your hair down and get silly.

Interested? See Nick Fey for more information. Our first meeting will be Saturday, November 5th from 7PM-whenever, at Pastor Jenn’s house (90 Spring St. Wrentham).
Entrance requires bringing something that resembles a sharable snack. Dress warm. ;)
Get silly

Get new friends

Get GenX

